
Bible Readings for the  Fifth Sunday of Easter  (Year A) 
 

COLLECT - Eternal God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth 

and the life: grant us to walk in his way, to rejoice in his 

truth, and to share his risen life; who is alive and reigns 

with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Genesis 8:1-19  

God had not forgotten Noah and all the animals with him in the boat; he 

caused a wind to blow, and the water started going down. The outlets of 

the water beneath the earth and the floodgates of the sky were closed. 

The rain stopped, and the water gradually went down for 150 days. On 

the 17th day of the 7th month the boat came to rest on the mountains 

of Ararat. The water kept going down, and on the first day of the 10th 

month the tops of the mountains appeared. After 40 days Noah opened 

a window and sent out a raven. It did not come back, but kept flying 

around until the water was completely gone. Meanwhile, Noah sent out 

a dove to see if the water had gone down, but since the water still 

covered all the land, the dove did not find a place to light. It flew back 

to the boat, and Noah reached out and took it in. He waited another 7 

days and sent out the dove again. It returned to him in the evening 

with a fresh olive leaf in its beak. So Noah knew that the water had 

gone down. Then he waited another 7 days and sent out the dove once 

more; this time it did not come back. When Noah was 601 years old, on 

the 1st day of the 1st month, the water was gone. Noah removed the 

covering of the boat, looked around, and saw that the ground was 

getting dry. By the 27th day of the 2nd month the earth was completely 

dry. God said to Noah, “Go out of the boat with your wife, your sons, 

and their wives. Take all the birds and animals out with you, so that 

they may reproduce and spread over all the earth.” So Noah went out 

of the boat with his wife, his sons, and their wives. All the animals and 

birds went out of the boat in groups of their own kind. 
 

Psalm 31:1-5 
Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O Lord God of truth. 
 

In you, O Lord, I have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;  deliver me in 
your righteousness.  Incline your ear to me;  make haste to deliver me.  Be my strong 
rock, a fortress to save me, for you are my rock and my stronghold;  guide me, and 
lead me for your name’s sake. 
Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O Lord God of truth. 
 

Take me out of the net that they have laid secretly for me, for you are my strength.  
Into your hand I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O Lord God of truth.  
Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O Lord God of truth. 
 

Acts 7.55-60 

Standing before the high priest and the council, Stephen, full of the 

Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw God's glory & Jesus standing 

at the right side of God. “Look!” he said. “I see heaven opened and the 

Son of Man standing at the right side of God!”  With a loud cry the 

Council members covered their ears with their hands. Then they all 

rushed at him at once, threw him out of the city, and stoned him. The 

witnesses left their cloaks in the care of a young man named Saul. They 

kept on stoning Stephen as he called out to the Lord, “Lord Jesus, 

receive my spirit!” He knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord! 

Do not remember this sin against them!” He said this and died. 
 

John 14.1-14 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not be worried and upset. Believe in God 

and believe also in me. There are many rooms in my Father's house, 

and I am going to prepare a place for you. I would not tell you this if it 

were not so. And after I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 

back and take you to myself, so that you will be where I am. You know 

the way that leads to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, 

“Lord, we do not know where you are going; so how can we know the 

way to get there?” Jesus answered him, “I am the way, the truth, and 

the life; no one goes to the Father except by me. Now that you have 

known me,” he said to them, “you will know my Father also, and from 

now on you do know him and you have seen him.” Philip said to him, 

“Lord, show us the Father; that is all we need.” Jesus answered, “For a 

long time I have been with you all; yet you do not know me, Philip? 

Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. Why, then, do you say, 

‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe, Philip, that I am in the Father 

and the Father is in me? The words that I have spoken to you,” Jesus 

said to his disciples, “do not come from me. The Father, who remains in 

me, does his own work. Believe me when I say that I am in the Father 

and the Father is in me. If not, believe because of the things I do. I am 

telling you the truth: those who believe in me will do what I do—yes, 

they will do even greater things, because I am going to the Father. And 

I will do whatever you ask for in my name, so that the Father's glory 

will be shown through the Son. If you ask me for anything in my name, 

I will do it. 
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