
Then Moses raised his hand over the sea, and the Lord opened up a 
path through the water with a strong east wind. The wind blew all 
that night, turning the seabed into dry land. So the people of Israel 
walked through the sea on dry ground, with walls of water on each 
side!  Then the Egyptians—all of Pharaoh's horses, chariots, and 
charioteers—followed them across the bottom of the sea. But early 
in the morning, the Lord looked down on the Egyptian army from the 
pillar of fire and cloud, and he threw them into confusion. Their 
chariot wheels began to get stuck, making their chariots impossible 
to drive. "Let's get out of here!" the Egyptians shouted. "The Lord is 
fighting for Israel against us!"  
    When all the Israelites were on the other side, the Lord said to 
Moses, "Raise your hand over the sea again. Then the waters will 
rush back over the Egyptian chariots and charioteers." So as the sun 
began to rise, Moses raised his hand over the sea. The water roared 
back into its usual place, and the Lord swept the terrified Egyptians 
into the surging currents. The waters covered all the chariots and 
charioteers—the entire army of Pharaoh. Of all the Egyptians who 
had chased the Israelites into the sea, not a single one survived.  
    The people of Israel had walked through the middle of the sea on 
dry land, as the water stood up like a wall on both sides. This was 
how the Lord rescued Israel from the Egyptians that day. And the 
Israelites could see the bodies of the Egyptians washed up on the 
shore. When the people of Israel saw the mighty power that the Lord 
had displayed against the Egyptians, they feared the Lord and put 
their faith in him and his servant Moses. 
    Then Miriam the prophet, Aaron's sister, took a tambourine and 
led all the women in rhythm and dance.  And Miriam sang this song: 
    "I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; 
        he has thrown both horse and rider into the sea." 

  

Psalm 16 
Preserve me, O God, for in you have I taken refuge;  I have said to 
the Lord, ‘You are my lord, all my good depends on you.’  All my 
delight is upon the godly that are in the land, upon those who are 
noble in heart. 
The Lord is at my right hand;  I shall not fall. 

 

Though the idols are legion that many run after, their drink offerings 
of blood I will not offer, neither make mention of their names upon 
my lips.  The Lord himself is my portion and my cup;  in your hands 
alone is my fortune. 
The Lord is at my right hand;  I shall not fall. 
 
My share has fallen in a fair land; indeed, I have a goodly heritage.  I 
will bless the Lord who has given me counsel, and in the night 
watches he instructs my heart. 
The Lord is at my right hand;  I shall not fall. 

 
I have set the Lord always before me;  he is at my right hand;  I shall 
not fall.  Wherefore my heart is glad and my spirit rejoices;  my flesh 
also shall rest secure. 
The Lord is at my right hand;  I shall not fall. 

 
For you will not abandon my soul to Death, nor suffer your faithful 
one to see the Pit. You will show me the path of life; in your 
presence is the fullness of joy and in your right hand are pleasures 
for evermore. 
The Lord is at my right hand;  I shall not fall. 

 

Acts 2.14a, 22-32 
On the day of Pentecost, Peter, standing with the other eleven 
apostles, raised his voice and spoke to the crowd, “Listen to these 
words, fellow Israelites! Jesus of Nazareth was a man whose divine 
authority was clearly proven to you by all the miracles and wonders 
which God performed through him. You yourselves know this, for it 
happened here among you. In accordance with his own plan God 
had already decided that Jesus would be handed over to you; and 
you killed him by letting sinful men crucify him.  
But God raised him from death, setting him free from its power, 
because it was impossible that death should hold him prisoner. For 
David said about him, ‘I saw the Lord before me at all times; he is 
near me, and I will not be troubled. And so I am filled with gladness, 
and my words are full of joy. And I, mortal though I am, will rest 
assured in hope, because you will not abandon me in the world of 
the dead; you will not allow your faithful servant to rot in the grave. 
You have shown me the paths that lead to life, and your presence 



will fill me with joy.’ “My friends, I must speak to you plainly about our 
ancestor King David. He died and was buried, and his grave is here 
with us to this very day. He was a prophet, and he knew what God 
had promised him: God had made a vow that he would make one of 
David's descendants a king, just as David was. David saw what God 
was going to do in the future, and so he spoke about the resurrection 
of the Messiah when he said, ‘He was not abandoned in the world of 
the dead; his body did not rot in the grave.’ God has raised this very 
Jesus from death, and we are all witnesses to this fact. 
 

John 20.19-31 
Late that Sunday evening the disciples were gathered together 
behind locked doors, because they were afraid of the Jewish 
authorities. Then Jesus came and stood among them. “Peace be 
with you,” he said. After saying this, he showed them his hands and 
his side. The disciples were filled with joy at seeing the Lord. Jesus 
said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, so I 
send you.” Then he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. If you forgive people's sins, they are forgiven; if you do not 
forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 
One of the twelve disciples, Thomas (called the Twin), was not with 
them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have 
seen the Lord!” Thomas said to them, “Unless I see the scars of the 
nails in his hands and put my finger on those scars and my hand in 
his side, I will not believe.”  
A week later the disciples were together again indoors, and Thomas 
was with them. The doors were locked, but Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with you.”Then he said to Thomas, 
“Put your finger here, and look at my hands; then reach out your 
hand and put it in my side. Stop your doubting, and believe!” 
Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, 
“Do you believe because you see me? How happy are those who 
believe without seeing me!” 
In his disciples' presence Jesus performed many other miracles 
which are not written down in this book. But these have been written 
in order that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and that through your faith in him you may have life. 
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Bible Readings for  2nd Sunday of EASTER  (Year A) 
 
COLLECT -  Faithful God, the strength of all who believe and the 

hope of those who doubt; may we, who have not seen, 
have faith and receive the fullness of Christ's blessing; 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Exodus 14:10-31, 15:20,21 

    As Pharaoh and his army approached, the people of Israel could 
see them in the distance, marching toward them. The people began 
to panic, and they cried out to the Lord for help. Then they turned 
against Moses and complained, "Why did you bring us out here to 
die in the wilderness? Weren't there enough graves for us in Egypt? 
Why did you make us leave? Didn't we tell you to leave us alone 
while we were still in Egypt? Our Egyptian slavery was far better 
than dying out here in the wilderness!"  
    But Moses told the people, "Don't be afraid. Just stand where you 
are and watch the Lord rescue you. The Egyptians that you see 
today will never be seen again. The Lord himself will fight for you. 
You won't have to lift a finger in your defence!" 
    Then the Lord said to Moses, "Why are you crying out to me? Tell 
the people to get moving! Use your shepherd's staff—hold it out over 
the water, and a path will open up before you through the sea. Then 
all the people of Israel will walk through on dry ground. Yet I will 
harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they will follow the Israelites 
into the sea. Then I will receive great glory at the expense of 
Pharaoh and his armies, chariots, and charioteers. When I am 
finished with Pharaoh and his army, all Egypt will know that I am the 
Lord!"  
    Then the angel of God, who had been leading the people of Israel, 
moved to a position behind them, and the pillar of cloud also moved 
around behind them. The cloud settled between the Israelite and 
Egyptian camps. As night came, the pillar of cloud turned into a pillar 
of fire, lighting the Israelite camp. But the cloud became darkness to 
the Egyptians, and they couldn't find the Israelites.  
 


