
Welshpool Vicarage 

Easter 2020 

Dear Parishioner, 
 

It is a strange situation we all find ourselves in, commemorating Easter whilst not being able to join 

together in our churches to celebrate the resurrection of Christ. When we are so often creatures of 

habit, the scale of change we have had to deal with has been almost unprecedented. 
 

As a church we cannot currently meet or worship together, our church doors are locked, we can’t 

baptise or marry (except in an emergency) and even funerals are nothing like we want them to be. 

And yet in a few short weeks we have managed to find many new ways of connecting with each 

other and with God, of praying in our own places and hopefully of encountering God in new ways.  
 

My greatest concern at this time is that many of the new ways we have found of ‘being church’ are 

only open to those who can receive emails or use the internet. Working together as a Mission Area 

we have kept people informed with regular emails, created on-line services shared on YouTube or 

Facebook & even used video-conferencing technology to share fellowship or bible study together. 

But it has been hard to provide things for those of you who do not use such technology. 
 

With this letter I hope to redress the balance a little. Rev’d Caroline Rhodes has created a short 

worship service you can use in your own home every Sunday, perhaps at the same time as you 

would normally have your service in church, so you can know you are, in that sense, joining in with 

your fellow worshippers. Rev’d Alexis Smith has written some Easter prayers and I have added an 

Easter message overleaf.  On the back cover of the service booklet there are details of weekly 

services on TV and radio which may be of help to those without access to the internet.  
 

Incidentally, if you have an email address but haven’t received any emails from me or the Mission 

Area in the last few weeks that means that I do not have your email address. If so, please email me 

at revswillson@btinternet.com and I’ll add you to the mailing list. If you don’t have email but 

someone else in your house does, I’m happy to email stuff to them on your behalf, if they are 

willing to help in that way. If you don’t use email but you or someone in your household can access 

the internet, you can find Pool MA’s weekly service on YouTube at bit.ly/PoolMissionArea (it’s 

case sensitive so be careful with the capital letters), or if you/they can access Facebook, search for 

Pool Mission Area’s Facebook page because it is posted on there too.   
 

Many Christians locally have been involved in setting up volunteer schemes in their communities 

to help people who need prescriptions, shopping, etc. I have contact details for schemes in Four 

Crosses, Arddleen, Guilsfield, Welshpool, Berriew, Forden & Montgomery so please do contact me 

if you need some help (01938 553164). I can also help if you need information on various other 

things - struggling with mental health during isolation, feeling anxious, activities for children, 

supporting the church financially at this time, etc. 
 

May you know his presence and his peace this Eastertime and always. 

With my best wishes, as always, Steve 

mailto:revswillson@btinternet.com


 

An Easter Message from Pool MA  
 

The suffering that is going on around us at this time has added a new dimension to our 

remembrance of Christ’s suffering during Holy Week. Now, as we come to Easter Day, we find 

ourselves needing to find new ways of celebrating the resurrection. 
 

In such discomforting times, when everything around us is changing, we need the reassurance of 

knowing that God doesn’t change. His nature is the same, yesterday, today and forever. God loves 

us, each one of us, unconditionally and without any regard for what we ourselves do for him. He 

might rejoice when we show his love to others, but he doesn’t love us more, for it is just not 

possible for Him to love us more than he already does. 
 

In the Old Testament book of Jeremiah God speaks to the anxious people of that time through the 

prophet. He says to them, “I know the plans that I have for you, plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope and future” (Jeremiah 29.11). God always desires what is best for 

us and is always seeking to lead us towards those things. The Psalmist memorably made the same 

point in Psalm 23 when he described God as being like a shepherd, leading his flock to the best 

pasture where we can find the refreshment and rest we need.  
 

That Psalm also makes the point that God does not spare us from dark and difficult times, but 

what he does do is walk alongside in such times, reassuring us by his presence.   Or, as another 

prophet, Isaiah, put it, “When you pass through the waters I will be with, through rivers they will 

not overwhelm you” (Isaiah 43.2).   
 

What we especially celebrate on Easter Day is the fact that Jesus’ resurrection proves all of that. 

The horrors of what Jesus went through on Good Friday might have seemed to have silenced him 

at last. Certainly the Jewish leaders thought so, and even his own friends were reduced to despair 

and grieving. But the empty tomb on Easter morning proved everybody wrong. When Jesus 

appeared to Mary outside the tomb, when he came and stood with his disciples in the upper room 

later on Easter Day, when he ate & drank and walked & talked with them, he proved that God 

delivered on his plans and his promises. He proved that God could deliver us through even the 

most horrendous suffering. He proved that even death itself cannot stop him.  
 

The resurrection of Jesus, and the forgiveness he offers us through the cross, open up to us the 

gateway to eternal life, a life in the very presence of God himself, a life where the difficulties and 

the suffering of this life are left behind and banished forever. 
 

In the meantime, we are reminded that God journeys with us in this strange and unfamiliar 

environment. He knows our hopes and fears, our worries and frustrations. He is with us and ready 

to guide if we let him. 
 

We cannot share in Holy Communion this Easter, and may not be able to for a while yet, but in 

each and every place we are still God’s people, and God is still our God. 


