
The Cambrian News and Merionethshire Standard, 15th August 1879 

RESTORATION OF GUILSFIELD CHURCH.— RE OPENING SERVICES. 

The re-opening services in connection with this Church were held on Thursday, August 7 

1879. The restoration has been carried out at a cost of some £6,000, by Messrs. Fisher and 

Co., of Huddersfield, from plans prepared by Mr. G. E. Street, R.A. 

The work was executed by Mr. Yates, as sub-contractor. The carved seat ends in the nave 

were worked by Mr. Clarke, of Hereford. The beautiful oak pulpit, the grand screens, and 

chancel seats were contracted for, and made by Messrs. Battee and Kett, Cambridge. 

The older parts of the church would appear to be of the fourteenth century. The three 

galleries have been removed, and the organ placed at the east end of the north aisle. The 

body of the church was originally fitted up with seats and pews of all sorts and sizes, the 

ground plan of which could be compared to nothing known unless it might be that of a 

rabbit warren. These have been re- placed by handsome commodious open seats, and 

where- as every square inch of seating was claimed by some one now the whole area of 

the church is free. The old stone work of the east window has been replaced by new 

mullions of the ancient pattern. This, with all the work in the chancel, is Perpendicular. The 

roofs of this church, which are remarkably fine, have been restored. That of the nave is of 

the early part of the 14th century, and is a very good specimen of the oak work of 

Montgomeryshire) The four bays over the eastern part of the church are of the Tudor 

period, with a pattern of small squares, with carved bosses at the intersection of the rafters. 

This carving is very elaborate, and no less than 120 varieties were counted. On the outer 

portion of the building there have been two handsomely executed crosses and saddle 

stones erected, the one on the porch and the other on the east end. The aisles are laid with 

Godwin's encaustic tiles, and the chancel of the same material. On the right is the new 

sedilia, in carved oak; and the Piscina and Credence table, the two latter in stone. The altar 

cloth is a remarkably fine specimen of workmanship, and harmonises in character with the 

carved ceiling above, the latter being an excellent specimen of rich old carved ceiling work. 

This was the gift of Mrs. Heyward. of Crosswood, and was worked at Bruges, after a design 

of Mr, Street's. The entire of this extraordinary ceiling is in itself a perfect study and 

masterpiece of art. The pulpit presented by Col. Heyward, is of carved oak, with panels, 

buttresses, and pinnacles, and is in five compartments, in four of which are carved figures of 

the four evangelists, and in the centre one Our Saviour, the top of each being surmounted in 

the cornice with cherubs and extended wings. The whole of this beautiful work of art stands 

upon a magnificent Mansfield stone pedestal. The old plaster has been removed from the 

walls and pillars, the walls being replastered, and the pillars remaining without it. The 

lectern is of carved oak, given by Mrs. Jenkyns, of Garth-issa, in memory of the late Griffyth 

Jenkyns, C.B., Captain R.I.N. The church will be heated with hot air, on the most approved 

principle. Two of the massive oak doors have been retained and restored as they have been 

made of oak of no ordinary quality or dimensions, one of them being three inches, and the 

other four inches thick. Portions of the old pews have been used as wainscoting about the 

tower and vestry, and for making a surplice cupboard. The old font has been restored and 

removed to the west-end of the church by the door. The seats will be free. 



On the south side of the church is a stained glass window of one light, with a figure 

representing “Christ, the Good Shepherd." The figure, which is richly treated, stands upon a 

base of highly ornamental design, and is surmounted by a canopy of the same character. 

The window is dedicated to the memory of the late Miss Mytton, of Garth Hall, a lady whose 

many virtues endeared her to the parishioners, at whose cost the window has been erected. 

The work was entrusted to Mr. John Davies, of 73,Wyle Cop, Shrewsbury, and is executed in 

a very satisfactory manner. 

Some beautiful new communion plate has been presented by Mrs. Curling, of Brooklands. 

Some very elegant collecting bags of worked silk were given by Mrs. Beck, Pulyder Hall. 

The services began with the celebration of Holy Communion at half-past eight o'clock, when 

the celebrant was the Right Rev. the Bishop of Bedford, the service being intoned by the 

Venerable Archdeacon Ffoulkes. 

Shortly before twelve o'clock the procession of surpliced choristers and the clergy, 

numbering nearly sixty, left the Schoolroom-the rear being brought up by the Bishop of 

Bedford, Archdeacon Ffoulkes, and the Rev. D. P. Lewis, vicar of Guilsfield, who acted as 

chaplains, singing the processional hymn, 393, from Hymns Ancient and Modern, "Rejoice, 

ye pure in heart." The service was of the most ornate description, being full choral. The 

prayers were intoned by the Rev. J. Thompson, Mochdre. The Venite was sung to Crotch in 

A. The Psalms were the 84th, O how amiable are Thy dwellings, thou Lord of Hosts!" and the 

118th, “O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is gracious, because, His mercy endureth for 

ever," which were sung to chants by Russell and Purcell. The Te Deum was sung to Helmore 

in F, the Jubilate to Monk in G. 

The anthem, Lift up your heads," was sung to music by J. Hopkins. The hymn before the 

communion service was the second part of 396, Hymns Ancient and Modern, "Christ is 

made the sure foundation." The Kvrie, Mendelssohn, and the Credo, Merbecke. The first 

lesson was read by the Rev. J. E. Hill, Welshpool, and the second lesson by the Rev. F. W. 

Parker. 

Mr. Turton, of Welshpool, officiated as organist. The choir was conducted by Mr. R. E. Jones, 

schoolmaster, of Guilsfield, to whom great praise is due for the efficient manner in which 

the services were rendered. 

The sermon was preached by the Right Rev. the Bishop of Bedford, who took for his text the 

5th verse of the 46th Psalm. He said that it was generally received that the whole of the 

Psalms were not written by David, although they had been classed together, and it was 

pretty generally believed that the Psalm from which he had taken his text was composed in 

the time of King Hezekiah in commemoration of the destruction of Senacherib, but that 

matters little, for it had become the Church's chant for countless generations. When men's 

hearts had been failing them the words had been received with welcome when, they felt 

that the God of Jacob was their refuge. The times we had lived in and were living in were 

truly wonderful times, and some persons thought they were perilous times. In the time of 

the Church's martyrdom she had stood the test applied to her, and had come forth as gold 



tried in the fire and purified. They had experienced times in the history of their Church, and 

in their own personal experiences, when everything had been full of promise, and at other 

times when her people thought that she was about to put on her raiment of mourning and 

sadness. Then they had also experienced times of lax moralities—times when the old 

landmarks have been threatened—and times that appeared to be fraught with dangers of 

various kinds and in various forms. It had been said by some to be an age of scepticism, and 

undoubtedly the spirit of enquiry that was abroad was of such a nature that it would take 

nothing for granted. There were great thinkers who would see whether the things put 

forward by the Church will bear the test of the severest scrutiny. But this spirit of enquiry 

did not only affect religion, but it was just as strongly observable in the walks and entered 

into the channels of science. It would take nothing for granted, but it must be proved to be a 

demonstration. He, however, did not look upon this spirit of enquiry as a spirit of enmity. 

Far from it, because they were told to “Prove all things, and hold fast that which was good." 

The Church was not a tender hothouse plant that could not bear the chills that it might be 

exposed to. It was not built of hay or stubble, because, if it were it would be worth nothing. 

He thought, upon the whole, that great blessings flowed from this spirit of enquiry, and 

they, as a Church, had nothing certainly to fear from it, but rather everything to hope from 

it. They got more self-knowledge from it, and many other things that were valuable, 

although they might experience great peril. Some might couple the great teachings of 

science and of law, and they began to think that law covered everything, and there was no 

place for the free will. But the spirit of uneasy restlessness produced by the habit of free 

enquiry sometimes led men to feel dissatisfied with their own Church, to look at her little 

faults, and too often magnify them. Others had gone to the Plymouth Brethren, and they 

did not find the help they sought for. Others again, had rushed into that most unjustifiable 

of all schisms and joined what they called the Reformed Episcopal Church of England. 

Simple, unpretending, honest work was what was good in the kingdom of nature, and the 

same must be performed in the kingdom of grace. These perils were, no doubt, the result of 

exuberant activity. Some would plan wilfully and unwisely, but far better that the good ship 

should be knocked about in the storm than rot on a breathless sea. What he would ask and 

desire was the presence of God visibly amongst them in the Church of England, as a Church? 

He believed it was. Let anyone look at their worship and the improvement that was taking 

place in it. They looked at the improvement that had taken place in their Church-the one in 

which they were assembled was a proof before them. Then look at their improved choirs-

how they had helped them to wing their praises unto God. He did not believe that there was 

ever a time in their own Church of England when Jesus Christ and Him crucified was ever 

more fervently preached than at the present time. He was happy to say that there was 

much fervent preaching and prayer amongst them. Then let them look how the laity were 

exerting themselves for the good of the Church. In London they had more of them to work 

than they could find work for at present. When he went to his diocese in the East of London 

he hoped that he should find them coming from the West to help them. The laity would not 

bear now with an idle clergy, if they were disposed to be so. Then look at their church, how 

it was reviving all over the kingdom, and they would see that they had much to thank God 

for. They were not free from some bitter party spirit, but it existed only amongst a few, 

compared with what the great bulk of the people had said in their favour. He had had great 



experience amongst persons recently composed of all the extremes in their own Church, yet 

they had all met in the kindest way, and discussed what were called “burning questions" in 

the kindest manner possible. After referring to parochial missions, and the good they 

effected, he said that he hoped that a Church so pure as their own might be blessed with 

many accessions in that neighbourhood. What Church, he would ask, was so enamoured of 

the truth as their own Church of England? What Church was so spiritual in her teaching? 

What Church so heavenly in her worship and blending so well as it did with everyday life? 

He looked upon all those things as pledges of the promise, “Lo, I am with you always, even 

to the end of the world." "We will not fear, because there is a river whose streams whereof 

shall make glad the city of our God. The Lord of Hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our 

refuge. God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved." 

The recessional hymn, "The Church's one foundation, is Jesus Christ her Lord," was then 

sung as the procession passed down the church. 

The collections were at early communion £5 7s. 2d., matins £204 7s. 11d., evening 

£112 4s. 3½d. 

We observed among the congregation Lord Harlech, Captain and Mrs. Mytton, Garth, Mr. 

and Mrs Pryce Cyfronydd, Mrs. Heyward, Crosswood, Mrs. Curling, Brookland, Mr. and Mrs. 

R. J. Harrison, Caerhowel, Col. Pryce Harrison The Cottage, Mr. E. T. D. Harrison and family, 

Col. and Mrs. Twyford, Vronwylfa, Mr. P. A. and Mrs. Beck, Trelydan, Miss Jones, Bodissa, 

Miss Corrie and Miss Grovnetti, Dysserth, Rev. C. and Mrs. Wilding, Mr. R. E. Jones, 

Cefnbryntalch, Mr. Maurice Jones, Gungrog, Major Corbett, Vaynor, Mr. and Mrs. Jasper 

More, Lindley, Mrs. and Misses Hayhurst Ystym Colwyn, Lady Annora and Misses Wynn, 

Coed-y-Maen, Mr. Pryce Turner, Llwynderw, Mr. and Mrs. E. Humphreys, Walcot, Mr. 

Abraham Howell, Rhiewport. 

The clergy present were-The Bishop of Bedford the Revs. J. Thomson, A. Field, T. Roberts, T. 

Williams, Chs. Wilding, R. Bonner, L. Darwell, T. Jones. W. Cuthbert, H. Marshall, J. Williams, 

L. Lewis, D. Jones, W Butcher, D. L. Boys, W. Davies, D. Lewis, D. L. James, D. R. Thomas, G. 

Whittaker, J. Robinson, Archdeacon Ffoulkes, R. Roberts, L. Wynne Jones, R. White, J. Burd, 

F. W. Parker, T. Vyse, J. E. Hill, Canon D. Williams, Canon Robert Williams, Canon H. Evans, 

Joseph McIntosh, M. Hughes, J. Pritchard, — Price, Prebendary Matthews, H. Smith, S. 

James, — Williams. 

After the service a very large party were entertained at luncheon by Capt. Mytton, who has 

been a very large subscriber towards the work of restoring the church. 

The evening service commenced at four o'clock, when the Ven. Archdeacon Ffoulkes 

preached. The processional hymn was 385, A. and M., "Onward, Christian soldiers, The 

service was again full choral; the Psalms were 96th 122nd, and 150th, to chants by Dr. 

Woodward and Dr. Chard. The Magnificat was sung to Barnby in E, and the Nunc Dimittis to 

Bervon in C. The anthem was, “Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem," by John Scott. Hymn before 

sermon, 306th, A. and M., "Christ is our corner stone; after sermon, 17th, A. and M., "Sweet 

Saviour bless us ere we go." Recessional, 322nd. A and M., “Light’s abode, Celestial Salem." 

On Sunday service was conducted by the Dean of Hereford, the collection exceeded £13. 


