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GUILSFIELD HISTORY WALK
This walk takes about 30 minutes and is
classified as Easy with a relatively short length
and flat ground. It is designed to give walkers a
flavour of the history of Guilsfield.

substantially since the 2nd World War with new
housing developments spreading out on three
sides from the historic centre.

There is evidence of Iron Age settlement at
Gaer Fawr a hill on the outskirts of the village
on the road to Arddleen. Owned by the
Woodland Trust and well worth a visit. The 2
main streams, Bele (Guilsfield) Brook and the
Rhydymoch brook would have been attractive
to early settlers. Earliest fragmentary records
associate Guilsfield (Cegidfa-Welsh name) with
Theonus a Bishop of St. Pauls (5th century) and
later with Saint Tysilio. Aelhaiarn (to whom the
Church is dedicated) was said to be a grandson
of Cyndrwyn King of Pengwern/Powys. The
Welsh equivalent name is Cegidfa, which as
Kegitua is mentioned in the 12th century, and
also is the name given in the Norwich Taxation
of 1254. Cegid is hemlock and fa is place, but
other interpretations have been put on this
name.
From the Lord of Powis records (1293) there
is reference to Griffith ap Gwenwynwyn (cum
villa de Guldesfeld). Apart from the various
Lords of Guilsfield there is thought to have been
a great deal of influence on Guilsfield’s
development between 1170 and 1536 from the
Abbey of Strata Marcella located near present
day Pool Quay. Ownership of land in the area
over the following centuries was shared
between The Earls of Powis and a number of
significant families notably the Lloyds.
Agriculture has always been important to
Guilsfield and surrounding areas and especially
in the 18th and 19th centuries. In 1811 the
Parish (Area 14835 acres) had a population of
2,049 with 975 of these employed in agriculture
and 162 “in trade”. Guilsfield has expanded

Start outside the main door to St Aelhaiarn
Church (1)

Let us begin on this stroll through some of
the history of Guilsfield.

Brief history of Guilsfield

St Aelhaiarn Church

Walk down the path to the front gate and
then turn left past the Notice board and down
the path following the outside of the Churchyard
wall.
Stop on this side of the lane by the large stones
on the ground. In front of you will be Onnen
Wen/White Ash (2) formerly 1 and 2 School
Cottages.
Built in 1521, one of the oldest houses in
Guilsfield, White Ash was grade II listed in 1981
as an important house which clearly
demonstrates the radical extent of alterations
made to well built late medieval houses to
accommodate the needs and fashion of the
17th century, and further altered in 1801 to its
present state. The notable feature of White Ash
is its original cruck frame to the north gable end.
Originally there were 2 front entrances, one for
each of the 2 cottages. You can see where the
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1964 and the Old School was purchased by
Miss Bridget Jackson for the use of the
community and this continues until today. The
Guilsfield W.I. uses the centre for meetings and
they celebrated their 90th anniversary of
formation in 2018.

2nd entrance was about 2 metres from the left
hand edge of the building.
Before you move on, look down and to your
right at the small area bordered by large stones.
This area marks the only Registered Common
Land within Guilsfield. The Guilsfield Pound was
designated by Charter in 1406 and was used to
coral animals that were loose. For animals’
owners to obtain their release a fine would need
to be paid.
Bear left and in 20 metres on your right is
The Old School House (3).

The Old School House

This was the site of a National School (and
Yard) which was built in 1827 and was said to
be the first in Montgomeryshire. National
schools were based on the principles of the
Church of England.
By 1839 there were between 70-90 pupils
and by 1870 this increased to 125 pupils.
There was 1 teacher with the local vicar (and
his wife) helping on occasion.
By 1891 there were 3 or 4 teachers.
A punishment book from the late 1800s listed
the “crime” of “eating toffee while doing
arithmetic” for which the punishment was 1 or 2
stripes on the hand. With no private water
supply children had to visit the nearby Brook to
wash their hands.
The last headmaster at The Old School was
Arthur Hughes who had himself attended the
school as a pupil in 1918.
The County Primary school was opened in

2

Proceed anti clockwise around the
Churchyard wall and after Red House (a fine
and well proportioned Georgian house in an
important position within the village c1770),
bear right down Oak Lane. Past Vine House
and, at the junction with Mill Lane, turn right and
to the end where you can see the Bele
(Guilsfield) brook. A theory regarding the word
Bele is that it is derived from the Welsh word for
Pine Martin. Look to your left and the private
house (The Mill) up the drive is the sight of the
Guilsfield Village Mill (4). You can see, from
your position on Mill Lane, the water course for
the Mill. The wheel was originally on the left
hand side of the house as you see it. The first
recorded date was 1541 during the reign of
Henry VIII. It was then described as “the mille
of Kagisway” and was occupied by Thomas
Lloyd. The translation of the entry is “a water mill
called Cegidfa Mill leased under the seal of the
Abbey”, indicating that it may first have been
built by the monks of the Abbey of Strata
Marcella.
Extensive rebuilding took place in the 18th
and 19th centuries and this mill was finally
closed in 1951.
There is a slate monolith with Swn Y Nant
giving the name of a house adjacent to the
brook. The English translation is “Sound of the
stream” and you may wish to step onto the
footbridge and spend a few moments just
listening…………….
Return to the junction of Mill Lane/Oak Lane
and before you turn right through the steel
barriers next to the entrance to Oakfield
Drive,follow the path to The Oak Inn (5), note
the Victorian water fountain (J.Blakeborough of
Brighouse, Yorkshire) that is outside Cilhaul, the
cottage on the corner. There are a number of
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Head and on your side of the road. The House
is signed The Square (16th or early 17th
century). This was previously part of The
Square and Compass Inn which it seems
closed in the late 19th Century(7). In the early
part of the 20th century this area of The Square
was a social hub of the village with milking of
cows and people drawing water from the pump
located here as well as a site for village
gossiping.

such water fountains (see photo). I will refer to
them as we proceed but, for fun, will not
mention one fountain that will be visible on this
walk. See if you can spot it.

Continue on the road and bear right until, at
the T junction to the main road, you can see
Trawscoed (previously Belan) House (8) in
front of you. This is thought to be a 19th century
Dower House for the Lloyd (family) of
Trawscoed. A Dower house is on her late
husband’s estate, and is intended as the
residence of a widow, typically one near the
main house.
To the right of Trawscoed House (as you look
at it) is a lane that used to be called
Threadneedle Street because of its association
with Village tailors. Yet another water fountain
is to the right of the lane.

Water Fountain

The Oak Inn was originally a farm house
(1630) By 1871 The Census records shows
Thomas Jones (innkeeper and farmer).
Originally the main road was much further
away than at present and there was a drive
leading to the front of the building. There used
to be sheep pens that stood in the front of the
Inn. In the 1960s this was the sight of the visiting
fair.

Turn left and stay on the near side of the
(straight) main road in Guilsfield (signposted
Arddleen). In 60 metres, to your left stop at the
sign Bodissa Cottage and look at the Grade II
listed Bod Isa (9), originally a 16th century
timber framed building. The service wing is now
shown as Bod Isa cottage (9). There have been
substantial distinctive alterations in the late 19th
century.
Please now turn around, and return to St
Aelhaiarn Church (1)

Turn left at the main road and at the bus stop
cross the road to look at buildings both in front
of you and to your right. Some of these
houses/cottages were owned by local wealthy
landowners and were rented to estate workers
or local tradesmen.

Now safely recross the road to the Bus stop
side and then walk towards the Church and,
after 40 metres you will see to your right The
King’s Head pub (6).
At the end of the 19th century there was a
Malt house and stables outside the Inn and later
there was Mark Tyley’s butchers shop in the
King’s Head yard.
Also notice another Victorian water fountain
on the pavement.
Now look at the building opposite the King’s
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Founded between AD 566 and AD 600 but
the present structure is probably late 12th, early
13th and 14th century. There was substantial
restoration in 1879.
As you enter the Porch please note the stairs
to the right which leads to a room (parvise)
above the entrance which was used as a school
prior to the establishment of The National
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Powysland Club (historical Society) has a
substantial library in Welshpoolsee: www.powyslandclub.co.uk
Guilsfield: A Pictorial History (Out of print
book but a copy can be borrowed from
Welshpool library).

school mentioned previously. In 1738 17 poor
children were being taught to read and write
here.
The Church is well worth an extended visit.
There are excellent pamphlets on display in the
Porch which provides you with a more detailed
guide to the interior and exterior. Please note
the model of the Church in the Porch which
shows the building as it was prior to the
Victorian restoration. Why note take a few
moments to take a seat in the church.
There is a Public Convenience available to
walkers in the Bier House to the left of the
Church entrance.
Useful additional sources: Montgomeryshire
Collections
Welshpool
Library
or
https://www.powyslandclub.co.uk/montgomerys
hire-collections/

Waiver

Please note that whilst we have taken every
care to be accurate, no liability or responsibility
will be accepted in any circumstances
whatsoever, should anyone experience and
inaccuracies, loss, damage or injury.
This leaflet should be used solely on this
understanding.

MAP OF WALK
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