
Pool Mission Area Conference|MINUTES 

Wednesday 17 June 2019 | 7.30 pm | Old School, Berriew  

AGENDA ITEMS 

1. OPENING REFLECTION AND PRAYER 

Sue Usmar (SU) opened the meeting and then invited Rev’d Steve Willson (SW) to lead the meeting 

in prayer.     

There was a reflection on the answers to the questions about the MA which were considered at 

the last MAC.  SW noted in particular that regarding those churches which are growing being 

penalised, this is a CiW and Diocese issue rather than the MA but it is being looked at.  Regarding 

communication, it was noted that it would be good if MAC representatives could pass on 

information that is sent out on the MA News to the person reading out the notices in their church.  

People should be encouraged to let the MA Administrator have their e-mail addresses so they can 

receive the MA News.  A copy of the Vyrnwy Mission Area Monthly Messenger was circulated 

around the group for thoughts and comments during the meeting.  SW noted that there can be 

car parking issues at meeting venues and said he was happy to consider other venues if there 

were suggestions.   

JM will send out the document with the MAC minutes so that people can review the responses 

further.  ACTION JM 

2.APOLOGIES 

Caroline Rhodes, Stephen Hayes and James Turner, Esther Yates. 

3.DECLARATION OF ANY CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

There were none. 

4.MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 29 NOVEMBER 2018 

These were approved without amendment and signed by SU as a true record of the meeting. 

5.MATTERS ARISING (not on the Agenda) 

Contactless terminal – SW showed the terminal to the meeting and demonstrated how it works.  

There are options of £3, £5 and £10 for donations.  It is available to any church that wishes to use 

it.  There is a book which will record where the terminal is on a day to day basis and churches will 

need to make sure that when they have the terminal then that is recorded in the book.  The 

terminal cannot record Gift Aid donations so if you have a large amount then please ask the donor 

to give cash or a cheque.     

TLG – there are now five mentors.  There is still the possibility of training more mentors and people 

can still contribute to the costs of the mentors.   

Membership returns – please complete and return these as soon as possible. 

6.ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

Treasurer and GA Secretary – all churches present were in favour of Trevor Trevor’s continuing in 

both these posts. 

Lay Chair – Sue Usmar was unanimously re-elected to this post. 
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Secretary – Following Keith Shuttleworth’s retirement, it was proposed that the Administrator, Jenny 

Marsden, be elected to this post.  As this was not a re-election, Steve Willson proposed and 

Jeanette Wilkes seconded the nomination and all were in favour. 

James Turner and Stephen Hayes were re-elected as co-optees to the MAC.   

It was noted that there is not currently an under 25s co-optee to the MAC and if a member of the 

MAC is aware of someone who would be willing to accept this nomination, they should get in touch 

with Steve.  It was also noted that it is possible to co-opt up to 7 people to the MAC should it be 

required.   

7. SAFEGUARDING 

The revised safeguarding policy is available on the Diocesan website.  There is no requirement for 

the MAC to adopt this policy as it is an amendment to the previous policy.   

There is also some safeguarding training being run by the Diocese. SW indicated that those who 

work with children and young people or vulnerable adults should receive a notification of the 

training days from SW. ACTION SW 

Clarification is needed on whether a DBS is required for ‘Open the Book’.  ACTION SW 

8.REPORT FROM MA EXECUTIVE 

The MA Executive considered the matter of the level of spending that the Building and Property 

Sub-Committee should be able to authorise before referring the matter to the Executive and then 

the MAC.  The Executive had agreed that they would recommend to the MAC the following 

amounts for approval: 

Limit of £20,000  

60% of available funds 

If either of these two limits are breached then the building work needs to be referred to the 

Executive for them to look at and provide recommendations to the MAC.   

The above limits would need to be incorporated into the Rules and Regulations of the Mission Area 

if the MAC approves them.  Notice will have to be given in good time before the next MAC in order 

to amend the Rules and Regulations.  ACTION JM AND SW 

All were in favour of approving these limits with none against and no abstentions.   

SW said that it was the proposed work on Forden church which had pre-empted the discussion 

about spending limits above.  The roof of the church is probably 150 years old.  Patched repairs to 

the roof would be more expensive in the long run than replacing it completely.  It could be up to 

£100,000 for a new roof for the church including surveys, lightning conductor etc.  Martin Schlangen 

at Diocesan Office has given advice about possible grants and fundraising.   

The Building and Property Sub-Committee were mindful of the costs but minded to support Forden’s 

application.  The Executive were also minded to support the application on the basis that a faculty 

can then be applied for but more information will be required to ascertain all the work that will be 

necessary.  The meeting noted that Forden seems to have good connections with the community 

and the local school which was why the Executive looked on the application positively.  SW 

proposed that a faculty be applied for on behalf of the Executive.  All were in favour.  

It was noted that the Rural Mission Strategy which has not yet been released by the Diocese may 

be informative as regards work on rural churches. 

 

9.REPORT FROM MA FINANCE SUB-COMMITTEE 
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TT reported that the accounts are still with the Independent Examiner.  TT discussed the breakdown 

of the MA accounts which were onscreen at the meeting along with the spreadsheet he had put 

together showing a detailed breakdown of all the church accounts.   

A query was raised over whether VAT can be claimed back on church repairs.  There is a level of 

spending which must be met before a VAT rebate can be claimed.  A claim can be accumulated 

over a period of 12 months but there can only be one claim per 12 months.  It was suggested that 

Michael Plane and Martin Schlangen could give advice on this if anyone needs to claim.   

It was reiterated that attending Finance meetings is useful for the sharing of information.     

10.REPORT FROM MA BUILDINGS AND PROPERTY SUB-COMMITTEE 

There is no further update apart from the Forden roof issue mentioned above.  

11. REPORT FROM SHARED MINISTRY TEAM 

Jeanette has been appointed to Cedewain MA, three people have been accepted for training: 

Stephen Hayes as a non-stipendiary priest, along with Jim Thompson as an NSM (Local) and 

Rosemary Rogers as a LLM (Reader). 

It was noted that it is expected that there will be three students coming into the MA in a year’s 

time. There will be a meeting in November 2019 to discuss strategy. 

12. REPORTS FROM CHURCH COMMITTEES 

Berriew is amending its service pattern to be more family friendly. 

There is a TLG mentor volunteering in Forden CiW School; Forden are also setting up a prayer group. 

At Montgomery they are starting an ‘Open the Book’ school project and are applying for a 

Heritage Lottery Fund grant for renovations.  

At Llandrinio, Evelyn Davies’ memorial service was well received.  Under-pew heaters in the church 

are now installed. 

Llandyssil reported back on their Annual Vestry Meeting. 

13. DIOCESAN MATTERS 

Regarding the Rural Mission Strategy, two documents are expected to be presented to the 

upcoming Bishop’s Staff Meeting.  A proposal by Jill Hopkinson will be discussed.  This will then go 

to the Diocesan Standing Committee in July 2019.   

Archdeacon Barry has indicated that the strategy will be demanding.  SW indicated that the 

church wardens will probably be invited to meet with Jill and Barry in due course.       

2020 is the centenary of the Church in Wales.  There will be a service at St Asaph Cathedral and 

the Order of Service will be shared for all the churches to use.  The Diocese would like to see Mission 

Areas and churches sharing this event with the local community. 

14. DATE OF NEXT MAC – 11 SEPTEMBER 2019 

This will be held at Pool Quay.   

15. ANY OTHER BUSINESS (to be notified before meeting) 

SW indicated that any feedback following the circulation of Vyrnwy MA’s Monthly Messenger 

would be welcome. 

16. CLOSING PRAYER 

SW closed the meeting with a prayer. 
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 Dates of 2019 meetings 

MAC  - all 7.30 pm 

Thursday 7 March PQ; Monday 29 April (AVM) Berriew;  Monday 17 June Berriew;  Wednesday 11 

September PQ;  Wednesday 27 November PQ 

MA Exec Meetings all 7.30 pm (venue Welshpool) 

Monday 18 February; Monday 10 June; Monday 2 September; Monday 18 November; 

Finance Sub-Committee Meetings – all 7:30 pm 

Wednesday 13 February PQ;  Monday 4 March Berriew;  Monday 3 June Berriew; 

Building and Property Sub-Committee Meetings – all 7:30 pm  

Monday 11 February – Montgomery; Monday 13 May Forden; Monday 5 August Welshpool; 

Monday 21 October (venue TBC); 


