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Hello! 

Enough going on at the moment to warrant a full-blown newsletter! 

 

Holy Week & Easter 

There is a fine array of services available in the MA for Holy Week and Easter. If what 

you’d like to attend isn’t available in your church at a time that suits you why not go along 

to one of our other churches for it? All the services are detailed on the attached sheet.  

 

You might also like to call in at Berriew church or Guilsfield churchyard during the week. 

The windows of Berriew Church are being adorned with displays designed to help children 

understand the Passion whilst in Guilsfield Churchyard some prayer stations have been 

created to help people reflect on the events we are commemorating at this time. Both are 

innovative ideas based on the traditional Stations of the Cross. 

 

On Easter Eve (Saturday 20th April) we have a Mission Area Easter Vigil service at 8 p.m. 

at St Beuno’s, Berriew. This short but dramatic service will end with the Easter Fire being 

lit and used to light the Paschal Candles of each of our churches which will then be carried 

out of the church spreading the Easter light to the communities we serve. Obviously this 

will work best if every church is represented and you remember to bring your paschal 

candle! Do come along if you can – it will be great to begin our celebration of Easter 

together. 

 

Annual Vestry Meeting 

The Mission Area’s Annual Vestry Meeting is coming up on Monday 29th April, 730 p.m. in 

the Old School room adjacent to St Beuno’s Church in Berriew. The meeting will reflect on 

progress over the last year, review our annual accounts and elect the officers who will 

serve us as we move forward. All church members are entitled to attend and anyone on 

the Electoral Roll of any of our 16 churches is entitled to vote or stand for office.  

 

Copies of the MA’s Annual Report for 2018 will be available shortly and will be emailed out 

to the Shared Ministry Team, MAC members, Churchwardens and church Secretaries. 

The 2018 accounts have been delayed as one church was late in submitting data but 

these will be emailed out as soon as possible to MAC members, Churchwardens and 

church Treasurers. Anyone else who would like to receive copies of either or both 

documents should email Jenny, the MA Administrator JennyPoolMA@outlook.com and 

ask her to send you copies. 

 

P.T.O. 
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Beryl Loake 

We join with Criggion church in mourning the passing of Beryl Loake who died suddenly in 

early April. Beryl was a lovely lady who, as well as being a very committed member of St 

Michael’s has also been supportive of our work as a MA and attended several meetings 

representing her church. There will be a public service of thanksgiving for Beryl at 

Llanymynech Church on Wednesday 17th April at 2 p.m. 

  

Vocations 

It’s really good news that we currently have several people from the MA who have sensed 

a calling to some new form of ministry, whether it be Licensed Lay Ministry or Ordained 

Ministry. Two of them, Jim, our MA warden from Penrhos, and Amanda from Montgomery,  

meet with the board of selectors the week after Easter – please keep them in your prayers.  

 

10% Growth Initiative 

We have been collating data on the average number of adults attending Sunday worship in 

our churches last year and the results seem to suggest that we did achieve growth in the 

year, albeit not as much as the 10% target. This seems to bear out the old adage that it is 

better to aim at something than to aim at nothing! The precise figure is still a little uncertain 

as we’ve identified a number of anomalies in the way the figures are calculated. I hope to 

look into this more after Easter but at the moment it looks like the churches of the MA grew 

by 2.7%. Now I wonder how long it is since that last happened? All those who embraced the 

initiative and have been working hard to try and grow their own church should be pleased 

with what has been achieved so far and all of us need to keep praying and working for our 

churches to continue to grow. 

 

Foundation Grants Available to Churches 

Foundation Grants are available for work that addresses urgent maintenance identified as 

a priority in a recent Quinquennial Inspection Report or survey. The works should be 

stand-alone projects costing between £1,000 and £10,000 excluding VAT. Grants range 

from £500 to £3,000. The next deadline is 12 May 2019 for a decision in July. 
 

In order to apply applicants should have 2 quotes for the work, 50% of funding in place, as 

well as permissions (e.g. List B consent, Faculty, Trustee approval or equivalent thereof), 

and be able to evidence the urgency for the work. Projects should be led, overseen and 

supervised by a suitably qualified architect or surveyor, with conservation accreditation if 

the building is listed. We cannot fund work retrospectively though work may commence 

after an application has been submitted to us. To date these grants have been used to 

fund small scale roof repairs, repointing, drainage, guttering etc. The grants can also be 

used to fund small investigate works and surveys.  

Please contact grants@nationalchurchstrust.org or call 020 7227 1933 to speak to the 

grants team to find out more. 

 

https://churchinwales.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a3a2c764828ee7da19e76e5f&id=cddb8d8f36&e=6beb7f361e
mailto:grants@nationalchurchstrust.org

