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News 

Welcome to the latest edition of MA News!  A lot has been going on recently so this is a bit of a 

bumper edition. Over the next few months we will be saying goodbye to two of our clergy team 

with Rev’d Toni Bennett retiring on 30th June and the Venerable Peter Pike retiring on 30th 

September. 

 

Toni’s last Sunday in Montgomery, Forden & Llandyssil will be 24th June and that evening there will 

be a short service in Montgomery at 6.30pm followed by refreshments as we bid her farewell and 

wish her well for her retirement and in her new home in Worcestershire. 

 

As well as ministering faithfully in her own parishes Toni has served as our Area Dean for several 

years which included overseeing vacancies in most of our other churches! We are very grateful to 

you, Toni, for your sacrificial ministry amongst us. 

 

Archdeacon Peter will be with us for a while longer, but the diocese has already organized an official 

farewell to enable people from across the Diocese and particularly from the Montgomery 

Archdeaconry the wish him well. You might like to note the date: Sunday, September 23rd, at St 

Mary’s Church, Welshpool at 16.00. 

 

Two new Archdeacon’s have just been appointed to replace Peter and Bob Griffiths, Archdeacon of 
Wrexham, who is also retiring on 3oth June. Our new Archdeacon will be The Revd Canon Barry 
Wilson who is currently Vice-Dean of Chester Cathedral and was formerly Vicar of Nantwich (the 
other new Archdeacon is Revd Andy Grimwood who some of you will remember from his time as 
Vicar of Newtown). Our new Archdeacons will be installed together at Choral Evensong in St Asaph 
Cathedral on Sunday, October 7th at 15.30. 

The changes to our current MA Shared Ministry Team and the challenging financial situation our 
churches face mean that our team will be reduced a little. As a result, we have reassessed how the 
team is allocated to ensure that all our churches have their own Vicar supported by other licensed 
ministers. Full details of the new structure were presented to the MAC yesterday and are attached 
at the end of this MA News. The new structure will operate from 1st July although it should be noted 
that Archdeacon Peter will also still be with us for the next three months and he will head up the 
team in the south of the MA until the new incumbent is appointed there.  

Please also note that I am on sabbatical during July, August and September. During this time Rev’d 
Caroline Rhodes will be acting Mission Area Leader. Caroline can be contacted on 01938 554245 or 
via revcarolinerhodes@me.com 
 
As mentioned in the staffing plan two of our licensed ministers, John Meason and Alan Backhouse, 
are currently recuperating – we hope they’ll be back in action soon but please keep them both in 
your prayers. 
 

 

 

 

 



GDPR 

You’ll no doubt have all been dealing with emails and letters from various organizations you belong 

to asking you to give consent for them to keep certain records or continue to contact you. We have 

now received guidelines for churches and MAs which we are currently processing so you may well 

receive a similar request at some point although many of our mailings that don’t include marketing 

(including this particular MA News) are deemed ‘legitimate activities’ of the organisation and 

written consent is not required. You can however always let us know at any time if you no longer 

wish to receive MA News. Fuller details on GDPR will follow in due course. 

 

Small Lotteries 

If your church operates a bonus ball scheme or some similar scheme classified as a small lottery you 

are required to have a lottery licence which costs £20. However, Trevor, our MA Treasurer, has now 

registered the Mission Area for a licence which covers all our 16 churches. So when your licence 

expires, don’t renew it, you’re covered by the MA & your church has just saved £20 😊 

 

Buildings & Property 

The MA’s Buildings and Property Sub-committee is up and running. If you help care for your church 

buildings, need to understand how the new faculty process works or want to find out how the new 

Churches Officer can help, then you might want to be involved. Our next meeting is on Thursday 14th 

June, 7.30 at Llandysilio Old School. Anyone is welcome to attend. Church Committees are asked to 

remember that faculties can now only be applied for via this committee. 

 

TLG Coffee Mornings 

Sue Williams is running another Coffee morning in Church House, Welshpool, on August 11th from 

9:30-11:30 am to raise money for the MA’s TLG scheme - providing mentors who can help provide 

young people in our schools with extra one-to-one support. Sue needs help & support from all the 

churches in the Mission Area - if you are able to help on the day, provide draw prizes, cakes, books 

or craft for the stalls she would be very grateful. Please contact Sue (01938 553286, 07951 645982 

(ring or text) or sueew60@aol.com. We’re very grateful to all who helped at the last coffee morning 

which raised £201. Thank you! 

 

Communication 

The need for good communication was flagged up at last night’s MAC. We recognise the importance 

of this and realise that we’re not always succeeding to provide it. Some of the things we heard about 

last night I didn’t even know were happening myself!  So please let us know if your church has any 

events coming up that you’d like to invite others from across the MA to attend. Also send us info 

about any special services you are planning - members of other churches might choose to come 

along and support you. We hope to ensure MA News is published more regularly and keeps you 

informed of things that you might be interested in.  
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Intinction at Communion 

Some people continue to want to dip their wafer in the chalice at Communion rather than drink 

from the chalice. This is often with the interests of others at heart, such as when people have a cold, 

but in actual fact it creates a greater risk for some others – namely those who are gluten intolerant 

or coeliac. Dipping your wafer in the chalice adds gluten to the wine, which – unlike cold germs – is 

not instantly killed by the high alcohol content of the wine. For this reason, many coeliacs won’t 

take communion at all even when churches have gluten free wafers available (which they should!). 

So please refrain from intincting your wafer and ask your vicar to advise you on the alternatives. 

 

Pool MA New Staffing Structure 

 

N.B. It should be emphasised that this is simply clarifying which ministers will be rooted in which 

churches – it is not sub-dividing the Mission Area or recreating groups of churches. Existing 

relationships between churches should not be affected – the new structure simply clarifies who has 

pastoral responsibility for which communities and who will, generally, be leading worship there. 

 

In the light of impending staffing changes the Shared Ministry Team met for the day to consider the 

communities that we serve, the schools to which we minister and the churches in our care in order 

to decide how best to allocate the clergy & lay ministers in the team.  

 

By the end of the year we will only have 3 full-time stipendiary vicars and we agreed that the overall 

responsibility for each of our churches should rest with one of those 3 clergy. They will each be 

supported by other clergy & lay ministers who will share with them in ministering to the churches 

in their care, through leading worship and providing pastoral care - working alongside the Worship 

Leaders & Pastoral Assistants of those churches 

 

The particular gifts & talents of all the SMT will be available to be used across the whole MA but the 

majority of the SMT members will be working alongside one of the full-time clergy rooted in one of 

three mini-teams sharing the worship and pastoral responsibility for the communities and churches 

in that area.  

 

2 members of SMT & some of our retired clergy with permission to officiate (PTOs) will not be 

attached to one of the three groups:  

Rev’d Alexis Smith will, for the time being, continue to serve as Pioneer Minister based in Llandyssil 

& Castle C. Jennie Willson (Evangelist) and Alan Backhouse, Roger Brown, John Points (PTOs 

available for service cover only) will serve as needed across the whole MA. 

 

Notes 

1. John Meason and Alan Backhouse are both currently recovering from operations but are included 

above as we hope that we will be able to resume their ministry in due course.   

 

2. We currently have five people exploring new forms of ministry within the MA (four exploring 

Reader ministry and one considering ordination to Non-Stipendiary Ministry) who we would hope 

to be able to add to the teams in due course. There will probably be others who sense a call to a 

new form of ministry in the future.   



3. The role of Worship Leaders, Pastoral Assistants and Youth & Children’s Workers, working 

alongside the ministers named above should not be under-estimated and the ministry of all 

believers will be recognised & emphasised. 
 

The three areas in which most of the SMT will be rooted are as follows: 

 

Pool North 

Population – c.6,700 
 

6 Churches - Guilsfield, Buttington, Llandysilio, Llandrinio, Criggion & Penrhos. 
 

4 Schools – Guilsfield CP, Arddleen CP, Llandysilio CinWP, Buttington/Trewern CP 

 

Incumbent: Rev’d Caroline Rhodes  

Assisted by: Rev’d Philip Harratt (PTO) 

Rev’d Glyn Morgan (PTO) 

Revd Bethan Scotford (PTO) 

John Meason (Reader) 

    Leigh Northcott-Hammond (Reader) 

   

Pool Central 
 

Population – c.7,000 
 

4 Churches – Welshpool, Pool Quay, Castle Caereinion & Belan. 
 

4 Schools – Welshpool HS, Welshpool C in WP, Ysgol Gymraeg y Trallwng CP,  

Castle Caereinion CinWP 

 

Incumbent: Revd Steve Willson (also MAL)  

Assisted by: Rev’d Jeanette Wilkes (Curate) 

  Rev’d Imogen Marsden (PTO) 

  Roger Taylor (Reader) 

 

Pool South 
 

Population – c.4,000 
 

6 Churches – Berriew, Montgomery, Forden, Fron, Llandyssil & Pantyfridd. 
 

3 Schools - Forden CinWP, Montgomery CinWP, Berriew CP 

 

Incumbent: To be appointed  

Assisted by: Rev’d Esther Yates (NSM) 

  Peter Watkin (Reader) 

Hugh Anton-Stephens (Reader) 
 

********************************** 

Here’s a space!  
Maybe there is something your church is doing that could be filling it? 

Drop Jenny, our MA Administrator a line with the details for the next issue.  
Tel or text 075 0802 3055 or email jennypoolma@outlook.com 


