
Pool Mission Area Conference 

Minutes of meeting held on Wednesday, November 22nd at Pool Quay Church 

1. The meeting began with a reading from Matthew 14 (getting out of the boat), a reflection 

and brief discussion. 

2. Hugh Ellis and two colleagues gave an illustrated talk about TLG (transforming lives for 

good), and invited ‘volunteer’ counsellors to join Gwen Dixon, who was prepared to co-

ordinate a team from the Pool Mission Area. 

3. Apologies for absence were received from Revds Toni Bennett, Alexis Smith, Caroline 

Rhodes. All churches in the MA were represented. 

4. Conflicts of interest – there were none reported. 

5. Minutes of the meeting on 11/9/17: after a couple of minor amendments these were agreed 

and signed. 

6. Matters arising – none that were not elsewhere on the agenda. 

7. Registration of the MA for Charitable and Gift-Aid purposes: there were a few outstanding 

items from churches and trustees, which Roy Turner was dealing with. When all the 

paperwork is in, Roy has to sign a declaration to state that the documents have been fully 

checked – he and two or three others will attend to this. 

8. Elections: Jim Thompson (Penrhos) and Sue Usmar (Pantyfridd) were elected as MA Warden 

and lay Chair respectively. They will serve at least until the AVM in April. Mrs Jennie Willson, 

the retiring Lay Chair, was thanked for her service. 

9. The second MA Warden, proposed by the SMT, is to be Roy Turner.  

10. Establishment of Buildings and Properties sub-committee: about half of the churches in the 

MA had put forward a representative to serve on this committee; some others were waiting 

for their next Church Committee meeting. 

11. Report from MA Executive: (a) a MA Administrator would shortly be in place, subject to 

references and DBS check; (b) Safeguarding – there were still some issues to be resolved, but 

this is on-going. 

12. Report from Finance Sub-committee: the next treasurers ‘meeting is on 30/11/17, at which 

key members of the Diocesan team will be in attendance. Issues to be discussed are (a) MA 

churches’ fair share, (b) computerisation of church accounts. 

13. Report from Shared Ministry Team: (a) Encouraging churches to be Dementia Friendly; 

based on Guilsfield Church, themed or personalised Memory Boxes are being created for use 

in helping dementia sufferers. (b) There is a training day in the Corn Exchange at Welshpool 

on 4/12 about ‘Open the Book’, on telling Bible stories to children. (c) The annual Christmas 

meal for retired clergy will be held soon at Pool Quay church; the meeting voted £100 to be 

allocated to supporting this occasion. 

14. Reporting procedure for Church Committees: a proposed standard form will be sent out to 

churches before the end of the year. 

15. MAC meetings in 2018: Proposed dates are Mon 26/2, Tues 19/6, Wed 5/9, Thurs 29/11. 

16. AOB: (a) Report from Standing Committee includes the news that 2 Archdeacons (including 

Peter Pike) will be retiring in 2018, and that there may be changes to the present allocation 

in the Diocese. (b) There is not enough money going into the Diocesan Pension pot – watch 

this space for developments. (c) Following the earlier TLG presentation it was agreed that 

the MA should become a partner in the work of TLG. (d) The meeting was reminded about 

the ordination of Revd Alexis Smith on Sunday 26/11/17. 

17. The meeting closed with prayer at 9.27pm. 


