
Pool Mission Area Conference 

Minutes – Monday 11th September 2017 

1. The meeting began with prayer at 7.30pm. 

2. Apologies were received from Llandysilio Church, Helen Bennett (Fron) and Jennie 

Willson. 

3. The minutes of the MAC held on 13/6/17 were agreed and signed. 

4. There were no matters arising other than items elsewhere on the agenda. 

5. It was regretted that, owing to a family bereavement, Val Aldcroft was unable to 

attend this meeting as planned. It is hoped that she may be able to come on another 

occasion. 

6. Arrangements will be made for MAC reps to sign as being willing to serve on the 

MAC and to be Charity Trustees this is the same declaration that has previously been 

required for PCC members). Since the meeting it has been ascertained that only the 

reps (and not their deputies) will need to sign. 

7. Roy Turner reported on the Registration of the MAC for Charitable and Gift-Aid 

purposes. This must be complete by 1/12/17.  For this purpose MAC reps will also 

need to sign to confirm that they have read and accepted (a) the guide to being a 

Charity Trustee, and (b) a safeguarding policy (either the Charity Commission’s or the 

Church in Wales’). Roy will also need balance sheets and bank statements (as at 

31/12/16) from treasurers, and details of any properties run by the churches but 

which do not come under the aegis of the Representative body of the C in W. It 

would be necessary to know if any MA rep or deputy might benefit from 

membership of the MAC (e.g. a building contractor who might be awarded work). 

Revd Toni Bennett stated that Montgomery Church had issues with the current C in 

W safeguarding procedure. In response the MAL reported that these issues were still 

being pursued with the Provincial Safeguarding Officer but, in the meantime, 

agreeing to the Charity Commission’s Safeguarding Policy would be an alternative 

way of meeting the Charity Commission’s requirements. The MAL thanked Roy for 

his ongoing work, saying it was tedious but necessary, and said that church 

treasurers would be contacted as necessary. 

8. Details about the role of MA Wardens would be distributed to church secretaries 

within 2 weeks, enabling churches to put forward nominations before the next MAC. 

Churches would also be invited to submit nominations for membership of the 

Buildings and Properties sub-committee. 

9. Delegation of Powers. It was agreed, without dissent, to delegate to individual 

churches the power to appoint sidespersons. 

10. Report from the MA Executive. (a) Re the appointment of a MA Administrator, 

negotiations with the Diocesan Transition Fund committee were now completed, 

and the post will be advertised, in the first instance for2 years, within the next week. 

(b) We have had contact with Hugh Ellis, founder of TLG, which exists to provide 1 to 

1 support for children in schools. There is already some interest in this work, and a 

volunteer to co-ordinate further involvement; the first part of the next MAC will be 

an open meeting at which Hugh will give further information. 



11. Report from the Finance Sub-Committee. (a) The Finance Sub-Committee has met to 

discuss returns from individual churches, and to pave the way for future work on 

fundraising and. MA share. Trevor Trevor (MA Treasurer) stressed the need for 

strong foundations. At the next FS-C the diocesan secretary and treasurer will be in 

attendance. (b) A new Mabank account needed setting up, with proposed 

signatories MAL, MA Treasurer, Roy Turner, James Turner, MA Administrator – any 2 

from these 5. MAC gave its approval. 

12. Report from the Shared Ministry Team. The present work of the Shared Ministry 

Team is focused on Prayer and Discipleship – they had recently spent an afternoon 

to discuss the latter. They have also established mentoring scheme to look after 

Worship Leaders, Pastoral Assistants, Lay Readers, Wardens, Secretaries and 

Treasurers. 

13. Reporting procedures for Church Committees – there will be a standard form, to be 

sent to MAL in advance of the MAC – he will then summarise the ‘news’. Then 

followed a discussion about communication, newsletters, diaries, MA website etc – 

means of letting folk know what is going on (better to know about an event before it 

happens, rather than afterwards!).  

14. Next meeting – 22/11/17, venue to be advised. Dates for next year – MAL will send 

out a list of possible dates. Reminder -the MA Annual Vestry Meeting will be on 

26/4/18. Individual church annual meetings will need to be held at least 2 weeks 

before this date. 

15. Any other business. (a) There is a vacancy for a Diocesan Conference rep, caused by 

the death of Ann Holloway. Scott Smith kindly volunteered to fill this vacancy, and he 

will serve at least until the next election is held, in 2 years’ time. (b) The MAC agreed 

to nominate Jennie Willson, Brendan McWhinnie and Derek Simms to serve as 

Foundation Governors on the Governing Body of Welshpool Church in wales Primary 

School. 

16. The meeting closed with prayer at 8.50pm. 


